
YEAR SIX 

CURRICULUM 

 

ENGLISH 

Reading 

At Catmose Primary, we aim to equip pupils with the knowledge and understanding 

of how to be fluent readers who have the ability to read with prosody when they 

leave Y6. Our reading curriculum from EYFS to Y6, provides the teaching and 

application opportunities to guide pupils through each important step in their 

learning of how to read fluently. 

In KS2, wider reading comprehension skills are taught through guided reading and 

whole class reading lessons weekly. The National Curriculum objectives and KS2 

Content Domains are used to ensure coverage of key reading skills and 

understanding. Teachers model these skills to pupils and provide opportunities for 

them to practise and apply independently. PiXL resources are used to compliment 

reading lessons and assessments. 

Throughout the school, high-quality texts are chosen that are appropriately pitched 

for challenge and content. We aim to share important classics along with engaging 

readers in new texts that are ‘firsts’ in a series so that pupils can continue with 

sequels at home. 

At Catmose Primary, we use banded reading books from EYFS to KS2. This links to the 

Letters and Sounds phonics phases and the National Curriculum spelling rules.  

Pupils in Y6 are able to choose their own books from home, as long as they provide 

appropriate challenge. This is checked by the class teachers.  

Colour band Emerging Expected Exceeding/ 

Confident 

Super confident 

Grey 
(NC spelling rules) 

Y5, Y6 Y4 Y3 Y2 

Dark Blue 

(NC spelling rules) 

Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 

Dark Red 

(NC spelling rules) 

 Y6 Y5 Y4 

Black 
(NC spelling rules) 

  Y6 Y5 

Black Plus 

(NC spelling rules) 

   Y6 

 

Writing 

Our writing curriculum is designed to develop fluent writers who can confidently 

share ideas and engage the readers. There are many aspects to writing that we 

ensure to give balance to throughout pupils’ time at Catmose Primary. 

Through the use of PiXL spelling resources in KS2, spelling patterns are taught and 

applied. Handwriting is taught and practised from Y2 onwards, allowing for EYFS and 

Y1 to fully perfect initial letter and sentence formation.  



The grid below shows our genre coverage. Year groups will revisit previous genres 

and write more than what is stated below; this is our core coverage to ensure pupils 

learn about and write in a broad range of text types. We use the Primary Literacy 

Trust’s progression in fiction and non-fiction writing documents to ensure there are 

increased expectations in each genre at different stages. National Curriculum 

objectives are cross-referenced to ensure coverage, along with Pie Corbett’s Talk for 

Writing progression in writing document for year-by-year Grammar and Punctuation 

terminology and coverage.  

Exciting and engaging stimuli are chosen for writing, often linked to the termly wider 

curriculum topics. This provides pupils with an enthusiasm to write and an opportunity 

to deepen and apply their learning from across the curriculum. 

Genre coverage:   
 

Fictional narrative Non-fiction Poetry 

UKS2 Historical context; 

Flashbacks; Film narrative; 

Different cultures; 

Dilemma stories; First 

person story; Fantasy; 

Contemporary; Science 

fiction; Narratives from 

different perspectives; 

Factual narrative; Short 

stories; Extended narrative; 

Scary story? 

Y5 and 6: Discussion, 

Explanation, 

Instructions, Persuasive, 

Report, Recounts 

Visual: Concrete 

poems 

Structured: Couplets; 

rap; Limmerick; 

ballads; 

haiku/tanka/renga 

Free verse: 

monologue; 

conversation poem 

 

MATHS 

The school uses the White Rose curriculum which ensures a clear sequence of lessons 

which allows for a return to key unites of work throughout the year (a spiral 

curriculum) Number is focused upon as the building block of early Mathematics. 

The year overview for Year 6 can be viewed below. 



 

 

SCIENCE 

The Schools follows the Hamilton Trust Scheme of work for Science, using the 

bespoke Science Lab and resources. 

The year overview for Year 6 can be viewed below. 

 

 

 

 



FOUNDATION SUBJECTS 

The School follows Cornerstones for Foundation Stage subjects, which has been 

personalised to meet the needs of our learners. 

Each term a Knowledge Organiser for the focus is created to ensure that key skills 

and understanding is shared with all pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 

Year Six Term 1 

 

 

TERM 2 

Year 6 Term 2 

http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/KO-Yr6-T1.pdf
http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/KO-Yr6-T2.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 3 

Year 6, Term 3 

 

 

TERM 4 

Year 6, Term 4 

Catmose Primary School 
3i Knowledge Organiser 

Hola Mexico Year 6 Term 3 

What do I want to learn 

about? 

  

Key vocabulary 

Biome A natural area of the living world which has its own climate, vege-
tatio

n
 and animals. 

Civilisatio

n

 A well-organised and developed society. 

Climate The weather in a particular place over a period of time. 

Climate zone Sections of the Earth that are divided according to the climate. 

Contine n t A very large area of land that consists of many countries. 

Culture The lifestyle of a group or people or a society. 

Diverse Very varied or different. 

Equinox A time when the length of the day and night are the same. 

Festival A celebration  or special event held to mark a particular occasion. 

Heritage Traditions, languages or building from the past that are important 
to a particular society. 

Human geography Features of land that have been impacted by human activity. 

Indigenous People, plants or animals that originated in a place. 

Landscape A large area of land. 

Land use How the land in a country is used (eg farming, residential ).  

Patron saint A holy person who is specially chosen as a protector over a person, 
place, object or activity. 

Physical geography Natural features of land. 

Region A geographical area with its own unique features or characteris-
tics. 

Time zone One of the eareas into which the world is divided where the time 
is calculated as being a particular number of hours behind or 
ahead of GMT (Greenwich Meant Time). 

Tradition An activity, custom or belief that people have continu ed to follow 
for a long time. 

Tropics Parts of the world that lie between two lines of  latitu de, the Trop-
ic of Cancer, 23.5° north of the equator, and the Tropic of Capri-
corn, 23.5° south of the equator. The tropics have a humid cli-
mate, where the weather is hot and damp. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

- Use an atlas, maps and globes to locate the UK and 
Mexico. Look at where they are in relation  to certain 
points on the Earth (Equator, Tropics, Artic and Ant-
arctic Circles). 
- Use the eight compass points to describe the loca-
tio

n
s of the UK and Mexico in relation  to each other. 

- Compare the climate zones of each country and 
how these are dependent on their location  on Earth. 
- Locate major cities in both countries using lines of 
longitude and latitu de. 
- Compare the UK and Mexico using vocabulary such 
as human and physical geographical features and 
climate zones. 
- Research and compare the average temperature or 
rainfall at different lines of latitu de in Mexico. Plot 
these on a graph. Is there a pattern? 

Historical Enquiry Skills 

- Compare the lifestyle of the Ancient 
Maya to other ancient civilisation s you 
have learnt about (eg Stone Age, Iron 
Age, Bronze Age, Ancient Egyptian s, 
Ancient Greeks and Ancient Romans). 
What are the similarities and differ-
ences in their ways of life? 
- Consider Maya society and the tools 
and invention s they had and compare 
to what life was like in the UK at that 
time (Stone Age to Roman rule). 
- What advances did the Maya make 
during their prosperous years? 
- Research why the Maya civilisation 
begins to mysteriously decline. 
- Find out the reason why people speak 
Spanish in Mexico. 

Mexico! 

Mexico is has a diverse landscape that includes mountains, rainforest and  

deserts. This means that the climate is very varied and there are a wide  

range of plants and animals found there, including many types of cacti  

and over 700 species of reptile. Some people live in rural communities  

and others live in large cities. Mexico City is the capital. Mexico is home  

to nearly nine million people and has a vibrant and diverse populatio

n

  

and a rich cultural heritage. 

Festivals and celebrations 

Mexican people celebrate different festivals and special days across the year/ They are a central 
part of Mexican culture and may involve music, food, dancing and special clothes.  

Dia de la Independencia (Independence Day) 
This festival celebrates the start of Mexico’s fight for independence from Spain in 1810. On 15th 
September, the President of Mexico rings a bell in the National Palace in Mexico City then shouts, 
“Viva Mexico!” from the balcony. The Mexican flag is waved, and people sing the national anthem. 
The following day, banks, schools, office s and many businesses close and there are parties and pa-
rades for everyone to enjoy. 

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) 
This festival take places during the first two days of November. It is a positive celebration  to re-
member loved ones who have died, Families set up brightly decorated altars with photographs of 
the deceases. Relatives place their loved ones’ favourite foods on altars and skeleton costumes and 
skull decoration s are popular. 

Fiesta de Santa Cecilia (Festival of Saint Cecilia) 
Mexicans celebrate Saint Cecilia, the patron saint of musicians, on 22nd November. Musicians take 
par in open-air concerts and people celebrate with food and drink. Over 500 musicians perform a 
song called Las Mañanitas that is dedicated to Saint Cecilia. 

Maya 

The Maya were a group of indigenous people who loved in Mexico and other parts of Central America over 3000 years ago. The Maya experts in farming, pottery, 
writing and maths. The Maya are probably most famous form the Maya calendar (based on their understanding of maths and astronomy( and their temples which still 
stand today. The most famous of these are at Chichén Itzá. During the spring and autumn equinox, the Sun casts a shadow that slithers down the steps of the El Castillo 
temple like a snake. 
There are still some Maya people today who follow the lifestyle, language and traditions of the ancient Maya. 

  

DT- Preparing and making carnival food 

Following and evaluating  recipes 
 
Ensuring hygiene and food safety 

Music 

Music appreciation : 
Maya and Mexican 
music. 

Musical theory- notation  
 
Singing in a different language 

Computing 

  

RE– Buddhism 

Parinirvana Day 

15th February 

2021 

In relation to world history... 

  

Artist study 

 Frida Kahlo 

Self portraits 

http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Year-6-Term-3-KO.pdf
http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Y6.pdf


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 5 

Year 6, Term 5 

  

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Y6.pdf


After liaison with our Federated Secondary College, French has been chosen as our 

main focus in MFL lessons.  We follow ‘Le Jolie Ronde’ as a scheme of work. 

 

 

 

RE 

The following religious festivals and celebrations are focused upon each year.  

Children meet 6 faiths each year, building upon prior learning.  Lessons focus upon 

learning about and learning from religion and beliefs, relating to own experience.  

 

 

PSHE 

We follow the Social and Emotional Aspects of learning along with CWP for 

relationships education. 

Six themes are followed in weekly PSHE sessions: 

Term 1 New Beginnings 

Term 2 Getting One and Falling 
Out 

Term 3 Going for Goals 

Term 4 Good to be Me 

Term 5 Relationships 

Term 6 Changes 

During Anti-bullying Week Say no to Bullying 

 

 

 



The link to the relationships curriculum is  

 

 

MEET THE TEACHER 

Each class teacher creates a PowerPoint to share the expectations for the year.  The 

link to this presentation can be found below. 

 


