
YEAR THREE 

CURRICULUM 

 

ENGLISH 

Reading 

At Catmose Primary, we aim to equip pupils with the knowledge and understanding 

of how to be fluent readers who have the ability to read with prosody when they 

leave Y6. Our reading curriculum from EYFS to Y6, provides the teaching and 

application opportunities to guide pupils through each important step in their 

learning of how to read fluently. 

In KS2, wider reading comprehension skills are taught through guided reading and 

whole class reading lessons weekly. The National Curriculum objectives and KS2 

Content Domains are used to ensure coverage of key reading skills and 

understanding. Teachers model these skills to pupils and provide opportunities for 

them to practise and apply independently. PiXL resources are used to compliment 

reading lessons and assessments. 

Throughout the school, high-quality texts are chosen that are appropriately pitched 

for challenge and content. We aim to share important classics along with engaging 

readers in new texts that are ‘firsts’ in a series so that pupils can continue with 

sequels at home. 

At Catmose Primary, we use banded reading books from EYFS to KS2. This links to the 

Letters and Sounds phonics phases and the National Curriculum spelling rules.  

Colour band Emerging Expected Exceeding/ 
Confident 

Super 
confident 

White 

(NC spelling 
rules) 

Y3 Y2 Y2 Y1 

Lime 
(NC spelling 

rules) 

Y3, Y4  Y2  

Brown 
(NC spelling 

rules) 

Y4, Y5 Y3 Y2  

Grey 

(NC spelling 
rules) 

Y5, Y6 Y4 Y3 Y2 

Dark Blue 

(NC spelling 
rules) 

Y6 Y5 Y4 Y3 

 

Writing 

Our writing curriculum is designed to develop fluent writers who can confidently 

share ideas and engage the readers. There are many aspects to writing that we 

ensure to give balance to throughout pupils’ time at Catmose Primary. 



Through the use of PiXL spelling resources in KS2, spelling patterns are taught and 

applied. Handwriting is taught and practised from Y2 onwards, allowing for EYFS and 

Y1 to fully perfect initial letter and sentence formation.  

The grid below shows our genre coverage. Year groups will revisit previous genres 

and write more than what is stated below; this is our core coverage to ensure pupils 

learn about and write in a broad range of text types. We use the Primary Literacy 

Trust’s progression in fiction and non-fiction writing documents to ensure there are 

increased expectations in each genre at different stages. National Curriculum 

objectives are cross-referenced to ensure coverage, along with Pie Corbett’s Talk for 

Writing progression in writing document for year-by-year Grammar and Punctuation 

terminology and coverage.  

Exciting and engaging stimuli are chosen for writing, often linked to the termly wider 

curriculum topics. This provides pupils with an enthusiasm to write and an opportunity 

to deepen and apply their learning from across the curriculum. 

Genre coverage:   
 

Fictional narrative Non-fiction Poetry 

LKS2 Myths/Legends; 

Adventure; Mystery; 

Modifying well-known 

stories; Dilemma stories; 

First person stories; 

Playscripts; Moral stories; 

Fantasy; Fables 

Y3: Explanation, 

Instructions, Persuasive, 

Report, Recounts 

Y4: Discussion, 

Explanation, 

Instructions, Persuasive, 

Report, Recounts 

Visual: Concrete 

poems 

Structured: Couplets; 

rap; Limmerick; 

ballads; 

haiku/tanka/renga 

Free verse: 

monologue; 

conversation poem 

Y3 Myths/Legends; 

Adventure; Modifying well-

known stories; Dilemma 

stories; First person stories 

Explanation, 

Instructions, Persuasive, 

Report, Recounts 

Visual: Shape; 

acrostic 

Structured: rap; 

Limerick; haiku 

 

MATHS 

The school uses the White Rose curriculum which ensures a clear sequence of lessons 

which allows for a return to key unites of work throughout the year (a spiral 

curriculum) Number is focused upon as the building block of early Mathematics. 

The year overview for Year 3 can be viewed below. 



 

 

SCIENCE 

The Schools follows the Hamilton Trust Scheme of work for Science, using the 

bespoke Science Lab and resources. 

The year overview for Year 3 can be viewed below. 

 

 

 

 



FOUNDATION SUBJECTS 

The School follows Cornerstones for Foundation Stage subjects, which has been 

personalised to meet the needs of our learners. 

Each term a Knowledge Organiser for the focus is created to ensure that key skills 

and understanding is shared with all pupils. 

 

TERM 1 

Yr 3 T1.pdf (catmosecollege.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 

Yr 3 T2.pdf (catmosecollege.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file://///cp-dc1.catmosecollege.com/staffhomes/kjackson/Documents/Yr%203%20T1.pdf
file://///cp-dc1.catmosecollege.com/staffhomes/kjackson/Documents/case%20studies/Yr%203%20T2.pdf


TERM 3 

Year 3, Term 3.pdf 

 

TERM 4 

Year 3, Term 4.pdf 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catmose Primary School 
3i Knowledge Organiser 

Tremors Year 3 Term 3 

What do I want to learn about? 

  

Art 

Focus artist: George Segal– sculptor using 

 Modroc to create figures. 

Link to Pomeii remains. 

Photography of figures and people. 

Art history: the work of Rodin, Picasso and Michaelangelo. 

Study of architectural periods, with a focus on Gaudi. 

RE– Islam 

The Hajj 
Computing 

  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

- Using maps, atlases and globes, locate active, dormant and extinct volcanoes 
around the world. 
- Research and find out about one of the tectonic plates. Where is it located? 
Name three volcanoes found near it. 
- Research and compare two volcanoes. Where are they located? Are there cities 
nearby? When did it last erupt? 
- Find out why humans live near volcanoes. What plants and animals also live near-
by? 

Vocabulary 

Epicentre The exact location on the Earth’s surface that is directly 
above an earthquake. 

Eruption  
column 

A cloud of super-heated ash and gas produced during a vol-
canic eruption .  

Fault line A break in the Earth’s crust. 

Lava Hot, molten rock that comes out of a volcano or the solid 
rock formed when it cools. 

Magma Hot, molten rock found in the Earth’s mantle. 

Pumice 
stone 

A very lightweight igneous rock produced by a volcano. 

Richter scale A mathematical scale (1-10) used by scientist s to describe 
the size of an earthquake. 1 describes the weakest earth-
quake and 10 describes the strongest. 

Seismome-
ter 

A device used to measure and record the strength and du-
ration of an earthquake. 

Tectonic 
plate 

A large, moving piece of rock that makes up the Earth’s 
crust. 

Vent An opening in the Earth’s crust through which lava escapes. 

Volcanic ash Tiny pieces of jagged rock and volcanic glass. 

Volcanic 
eruption  

The sudden and violent explosion of lava, gas, ash and rock 
out of a volcano. 

Earth 

The Earth is made of different layers. The inner core is 

made mostly of solid iron, and the outer core is made of 

liquid iron and nickel. The mantle is made of solid rock and 

liquid rock called magma. The crust is a thick layer of solid 

rock that is broken into pieces called tectonic plates. These 

pieces move very slowly across the mantle. 

Natural disasters 

Large earthquakes, volcanic eruption s  and tsunamis are known as 

natural disasters because they are create by nature, affect many 

people and cause widespread damage. Other natural disasters 

include avalanches, droughts, floods, hurricanes, storms and wild-

fires. 

Earthquakes 

An earthquake happens when two tectonic plates move along a 
fault line. The earth shakes violently, especially at the centre of an 
earthquake, which is called the epicentre. Strong earthquakes can 
cause a lot of damage. Buildings and roads can be destroyed and 
people can be killed. Scientist s us e a machine called a seismome-
ter and a numbered scale called the Richter scale to measure the 
strength of earthquakes. Many countries, including New Zealand, 
Ecuador and Nepal, have all been affected by strong earthquakes 
in recent years. 

Volcanoes 

When a volcano erupts, liquid magma collects in an underground 
magma chamber. The magma pushes through a crack called a 
vent and bursts out onto the Earth’s surface. Lava, hot ash and 
mudslides from volcanic eruption s  c an cause severe damage. Vol-
canoes are classified as active (still has the potential to erupt), 
dormant (hasn’t erupted for a long time but still possible could) 
and extinct (no longer active). 

Tsunamis 

Volcanic eruption s  or earthquakes under the sea can cause large 
waves called tsunamis. Tsunamis become larger and more power-
ful as they reach the shore and can cause a huge amount of dam-
age to buildings, belongings and people. The 2004 tsunami in the 
Indian Ocean killed approximately 250,000 people in 13 countries 
and almost two million people were left homeless. 

Ring of Fire 

The Ring of Fire runs around the edge of the Pacific Ocean 

and is made up of fault lines in the Earth’s crust. Most of 

the world’s earthquake and volcanic eruptions happen 

along the Ring of Fire. 

Rocks 

The Earth’s crust is made up of many kinds of rock 

that have formed over millions of years. There are 

three main kinds of rock: 

Igneous rocks ate made from cooled lava. They usu-

ally contain visible crystals. 

Sedimentary rocks are made from mud, sand and 

particles that have settled in water. They have been 

squashed over a long time to form rock. 

Metamorphic rocks are formed when existing rocks 

are heated by the magma under the Earth’s crust or 

squashed by the movement of the Earth’s tectonic 

plates. They are usually very hard. 

Eruption of Mount Vesuvius 

The famous eruption  of Mount Vesuvius 

in Italy happened in AD 79 and covered 

the Roman town of Pompeii and neigh-

bouring areas with volcanic ash. The 

town was rediscovered in the 16th cen-

tury but excavations didn’t begin until 

1748 and archaeologists have been ex-

cavating ever since. 

Music theory Music notation 

Read, write and play notes A B G on bar lines. 

Discuss the difference in pitch and the  

difference between staves. 

 

Catmose Primary School 
3i Knowledge Organiser 

Misty Mountain Sierra Year 4 Term 3 

What do I want to learn about? 

  

DT 

Painting, materials and sculpture: 

Clay models 

Weaving 

                                      TASC wheel for design processes 

Apply understanding of  

stif

f
e

n

i

n g structures. 

 

Digital media RE– Sikhism 

Vaisakhi-   
14th April  
2021  

Computing 

  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

- Using maps, atlases and globes, locate major moun-
tain ranges around the world. 
- Using pictures, compare the landscape of a moun-
tain range with Rutland. What is the same and what is 
different? 
- Look at pictures of the landscape of mountain rang-
es. What effect does the height of the mountain have 
on what you can or can’t see? 
- Research some different mountains. How high are 
they above sea level? 
- Use the eight compass points to describe where 
mountain ranges are found in contine n ts around the 
world. 
- Research how plants, animals and humans live in 
mountain ranges. How have they adapted to survive 
in the harsh conditions they live in? 

Key vocabulary 

Adaptatio

n

 A change in an organism that allows it to better suit its 
environment. 

Altitude The height of an object or point above sea level. 

Barren A barren landscape is dry and bare, and has very few 
plants and no trees. 

Climate The usual weather patterns of a place. 

Core The centre of the Earth. 

Contine n t A very large area of land that consists of many coun-
tries. Europe is a continent. 

Crust The rocky outer layer of the Earth. 

Fertile soil or 
land 

Soil or land that is capable of growing lots of vegeta-
tio

n
 or crops. 

Habitat The natural environment in which an animals or plant 
normally lives or grows. 

Harsh Harsh climates or conditions are very difficult for peo-
ple, animals and plants to live in. 

Lowland area An area of land that is usually flat and is not very high 
above sea level. 

Magma Hot molten rock found in the Earth’s mantle. 

Mountain A large, rocky raised part of the Earth’s surface. 
Mountains are 610m in height or taller. 

Mountain 
range 

A group of mountains, usually connected and in a line. 

Peak or summit The highest point on a mountain. 

Tectonic plate A large, moving piece of rock that makes up the 
Earth’s crust. 

Upland area Land that is high above sea level. 

Vegetatio

n

 Plants, trees and flowers. 

Mountains around the world 

  

Mountain formation 

Mountains are formed over millions of years. They are made 
when the Earth’s tectonic plates push together or move 
apart. Mountains are also formed when magma underneath 
the Earth’s crust pushes large areas of land upwards. There 
are six types of mountain. 

UK mountain ranges and hills 

  

Contour lines 

Contour lines are drawn on a map to show the shape of the land. 
Contour lines join together points at the same height above sea lev-
el. The height is shown in metres, at 5 or 10m intervals. If contour 
lines are close together, it means the ground is steep. If they are far 
apart, the ground is flat. 

Mountain ranges around the world 

  
Music 

Compose a class song about the 

Water Cycle. 

Practise and perform from 

memory. 

Key vocabulary 

Timbre a word that describes 

the tone or unique 

quality of a sound. Eg 

how the same note 

sounds on different 

instruments. 

Tempo The speed a piece of  

music is played at. 

http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Year-3-Term-3-KO.pdf
http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Y3.pdf


TERM 5 

Year 3, Term 5.pdf 

  

 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

After liaison with our Federated Secondary College, French has been chosen as our 

main focus in MFL lessons.  We follow ‘Le Jolie Ronde’ as a scheme of work. 

 

RE 

The following religious festivals and celebrations are focused upon each year.  

Children meet 6 faiths each year, building upon prior learning.  Lessons focus upon 

learning about and learning from religion and beliefs, relating to own experience.  

http://www.catmoseprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Y3.pdf


 

 

PSHE 

We follow the Social and Emotional Aspects of learning along with CWP for 

relationships education. 

Six themes are followed in weekly PSHE sessions: 

Term 1 New Beginnings 

Term 2 Getting One and Falling 
Out 

Term 3 Going for Goals 

Term 4 Good to be Me 

Term 5 Relationships 

Term 6 Changes 

During Anti-bullying Week Say no to Bullying 

 

 

 

The link to the relationships curriculum is Year 3 - Scheme of work.pdf (catmosecollege.com) 

 

file://///cp-dc1.catmosecollege.com/staffhomes/kjackson/Documents/Year%203%20-%20Scheme%20of%20work.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEET THE TEACHER 

Each class teacher creates a PowerPoint to share the expectations for the year.  The 

link to this presentation can be found below. 

Welcome to Oak Class.pptx.pdf (catmosecollege.com) 

 

 

file://///cp-dc1.catmosecollege.com/staffhomes/kjackson/Documents/Meet%20the%20Teacher%20PPTs/Welcome%20to%20Oak%20Class.pptx.pdf

