
GEOGRAPHY KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS PROGRESSION 

Types of knowledge in Geography 
Locational knowledge: 
Teaching ‘where’s where’ helps 
pupils build their identity and 
develop a sense of place. It also 
helps develop an appreciation of 
distance and scale. Pupils learn 
about the interconnectedness of 
places and understand how different 
places require different solutions to 
similar problems. 

Place knowledge: 
Consider to be the most important 
term in Geography. A ‘place’ is a 
physical area that can be found on a 
map that has a name or personal 
meaning. Knowledge of place 
develops a greater awareness of 
people, the environment and the 
relationship between them. Place 
includes how places change over 
time. 

Environmental, physical and 
human Geography: 
Knowing why something occurs and 
the impacts it has are at the core of 
Geography. Pupils need to be able 
to recognise similarities and 
differences between the world 
around them and contrasting 
environments, understand important 
processes and changes in the 
world, and the effects these have. 

Map skills: 
Pupils need understand direction 
and scale in order to read maps 
proficiently. Pupils should be 
able to interpret a range of 
different types of maps and 
draw information from them. 
Maps pupils use show range 
from simple maps, OS, aerial 
images, topographical and 
topological. 

Disciplinary knowledge: 
Pupils think like geographers when learning and thinking about different 
places. 
They ask questions and take part in research that delves deeper into 
understanding the place past generalisations.  
Pupils’ disciplinary knowledge can help them to challenge stereotypes of 
places and gain insight into how the features of places have come to be 
because of changes over time (both due to human and physical geography). 
They develop a richer understanding of how they fit into the wider world and 
the part they will play as they grow older. 

Procedural knowledge in fieldwork: 
Fieldwork connects learning in the classroom with the complexity of the 
real world. Fieldwork involve making observations, collecting and 
analysing data and describing findings. It is important to teach the 
procedural knowledge that pupils need in order to complete fieldwork 
with rigour. It is also important to teach about the limitations of the 
methods in geographical fieldwork. 
 

 

 

  



 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Locational Knowledge 

Core 
knowledge 

Know and locate the 
four countries in UK 
and capital cities. 
Know three seas 
around UK. 
Know that countries 
around the world can 
be similar or different to 
the UK. 

Know and locate 
continents. 
Know and locate five 
oceans. 
Know three places that 
are similar or different to 
the UK and why. 
 

Know where Europe is 
on a world map. 
Know where Greece and 
UK are on a map. 
Know the capital of 
Greece. 
Know where at least four 
other European countries 
are. 
Know what the equator is 
and locate it. 

Know where UK, Italy, 
Australia, Gt Barrier Reef, 
North America, USA are 
on a map. 
Know and locate:  
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circles 
and date and time zones. 

Know where Egypt, 
Russia and four other 
major countries are in the 
world on a map. 
Know that there are 
different climate zones, 
give three examples and 
how they are 
similar/different. 
 

Know and locate: Arctic 
and Antarctica, at least 
five countries in Africa, 
Galapagos Islands and 
key lines of longitude 
and latitude. 
Know what land use and 
economic growth is. 
Know what biomes are 
and give examples. 

Core 
outcomes 

Identify UK on map. 
Talk about main 
features of each 
countries in UK. 
Identify characteristics 
of surrounding seas. 
 

Identify characteristics of 
four UK countries and 
their capitals. 
Describe how countries 
around the world are 
similar or different to the 
UK. 
Use positional language 
to describe location 
(compass points). 

Locate geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, cities, rivers, key topographical features and 
land-use patterns, and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 
Can use positional language to describe locations of 
countries (compass points). 
 

Name and locate some of the countries and cities 
(those studied and common others) of the world and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, 
including hills, mountains, rivers, key topographical 
features and land-use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time. 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 
Understand the difference in climate zones and 
biomes and explain how this effects the country and 
their lifestyle/ solutions to problems/ industry. 

Vocab Country; city; capital 
city; UK; seas; 
different; similar; world; 
map; atlas 

Continents and names; 
oceans; globe 

European; equator Northern hemisphere; 
southern hemisphere; 
Tropics of Capricorn and 
Cancer; Arctic and 
Antarctic circles; time 
zones; Prime Meridian 

Climate zones Lines of longitude and 
latitude; land use; 
biomes; economic 
growth 

Threads of 
learning 

Revisit and consolidate vocabulary in context of new learning. 
Pupils can use their knowledge and understanding of the world to find locations (eg countries, lines, climate zones etc) studied, and make suggestions of where to find 

places not studied using their wider knowledge. 
Pupils can discuss locations around the world and their key features, comparing to Oakham and UK. 
Pupils understand that different places around the world need to find different solutions to problems. 



Place Knowledge 
Core 
knowledge 

Know similarities and 
differences between 
Oakham and London. 
Know the key features 
of city, rural and 
coastal areas. 

Know similarities and 
differences between 
Oakham and contrasting 
city in a different country. 
Know similarities and 
differences between UK 
and contrasting non-
European locality (St 
Lucia). 

Know similarities and 
differences between UK 
and Greece. 
Know features of three 
countries in Europe. 
Know that localities 
change over time. 

Know similarities and 
differences between UK 
and Italy/ USA. 
Know the features of 
countries on the equator. 
Know that a ‘place’ is 
somewhere that can be 
found on a map and has 
an identity (name or a 
personal meaning. 

Know similarities and 
differences between 
different countries studied. 
Know that locations 
around the world change 
over time. 
Know what geographical 
diversity is. 

Know similarities and 
differences between 
different countries 
studied. 
Know that locations 
around the world are 
changing and reasons 
why. 
Know examples of 
geographical diversity. 

Core 
outcomes 

Recognise similarities 
and differences of 
geographical features 
in my own immediate 
environment. 
Compare Oakham 
with a contrasting 
place in the UK. 
Talk about people and 
places within my local 
environment. 
Talk about people and 
places beyond my 
local environment. 
Identify the key features 
of a location in order to 
say whether it is a city, 
town, village, coastal 
or rural area. 

Compare UK with 
contrasting non-European 
locality, including land 
use. 
Identify the key features 
of a location in order to 
say whether it is a city, 
town, village, coastal or 
rural area. 
Understand how people 
make places similar or 
different to where we 
live. 
 
 

Compare geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, cities, rivers, key topographical features and 
land-use patterns, and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 
Identify the main physical and human characteristics of 
the countries of Europe studied. 
Describe some of the features of the following areas: 
the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circles and date and time zones. 
Describe geographical similarities and differences 
between countries. 
 

Understand that a place becomes the way it is 
because of many reasons (eg people, history, culture, 
industry) 
Explain how locations around the world are changing 
and explain some of the reasons for change (climate 
change, migration, government decisions).  
Understand, explain and discuss a range of reasons 
for geographical similarities and differences between 
countries (both physical and humans). 
Describe geographical diversity across the world. 
Describe how the locality of the school has changed 
over time and give reasons why this is. 
Describe how people have changed locations over 
time (eg migration has introduced new customs, food 
and building design). 

Threads of 
learning 

Revisit and consolidate vocabulary from across geography subject in context of places studied. 
Pupils know what is it like in a number of places around the world and how this compares to our locality and the UK. 

Pupils can explain how places have changed and describe the main features of them. 
Pupils understand that people have an impact on places. 

Environmental, Human and Physical Geography 
Core 
knowledge 

Know similarities and 
differences between 
two British localities. 
Know similarities and 
differences between 
farm and coast. 

Know some examples of 
places that are hot and 
cold in the world. 
Know where the North 
and South Poles are. 

Know features of human 
and physical geography. 
Know the parts of a river. 
Know what the water 
cycle is. 

Know human and physical 
geographical features of 
countries studied. 
Know the different types of 
mountains. 

Know the location and 
features of countries 
studied (incl previously). 
Know what a vegetation 
belt is. 

Know that statistics can 
help in understanding the 
human and physical 
geography of a location. 
Know the location of and 
the features of countries 



Know the seasons and 
associated weather. 

Know some human and 
physical features of 
places studied. 
Know that is it important 
that we look after the 
environment. 

Know the parts of a 
volcano. 
Know how earthquakes 
occur. 
Know that environmental 
issues are affecting 
wildlife. 

Know the impact climate 
change is having on the 
oceans and seas. 

Know what natural 
resources are and give 
examples. 
Know what trade is. 
Know how climate 
change is affecting land 
and food growth. 

not closely studied, 
based on similar location 
to countries studied. 
Know why countries have 
different economies. 
Know that climate 
change is affecting how 
people live. 

Core 
outcomes 

Compare and contrast 
the human and 
physical features of two 
British localities, 
including how the use 
of land differs in each 
locality. 
Compare and contrast 
a farm with the 
seaside. 
Talk about weather in 
the UK, what happens 
in different seasons, 
how weather changes 
on a daily basis and 
how this can affect us. 
Use geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
places studied.  
Identify land use 
around the school. 

Ask and answer 
geographical questions 
such as: What is this 
place like? What or who 
will I see in this place? 
What do people do in 
this place? 
Compare and contrast 
the human and physical 
features of a British 
locality with a non-
European locality, 
including land use 
differences. 
Talk about hot and cold 
parts of the world, 
discussing in relation to 
the equator and the 
North/South Poles. 
Use geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
places studied. 

Ask and answer geographical questions about the 
physical and human characteristics of a location. 
Describe key aspects of physical geography, including 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes and the 
water cycle in an area in areas studied. 
Describe key aspects of human geography including 
settlements and land use in Rutland (Y3) and a 
European area. 
Understand that human and physical features have an 
impact on each other (eg building reduces physical 
features of a location; e). 

Collect and analyse statistics and other information in 
order to draw clear conclusions about locations. 
Describe how the physical features of a location affect 
the human activity within a location. 
Identify and describe the main human and physical 
characteristics of countries/continents studied. 
Explain how countries and geographical regions are 
interconnected and interdependent. 
Name and locate some of the countries and cities of 
the world and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle. 
Describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography using vocabulary. 
 

Vocab beach, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, 
season, river, weather, 
city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, 
office, shop 

ocean, soil, valley, port, 
harbour 

hamlet, rivers, streams, 
mountains, volcanoes, 
vegetation, parks, 
libraries, schools, 
transport, county 

mountain, hill, mound, 
population, recreational, 
agricultural, commercial, 
residential 

types of settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including trade 
links, and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

types of settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including trade 
links, and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Threads of 
learning 

Revisit and consolidate previous vocabulary in the context of new learning. 
Pupils can explain what physical and human features are and give examples of increasing complexity for different locations. 

Pupils understand similarities and differences between places around the world. 
Pupils understand that changes in the world around them affect land, water, people and wildlife. 



Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Fieldwork 
in local 
area. 

Maps of school. 
Collecting data- 
weather. 
 

Drawing houses in local 
area. 
Collecting data- in local 
area (car survey). 

Map reading and route 
planning-  
Collecting data- what 
can you see and hear in 
a locality? 

Taking photos of public 
signage. 
Collecting data-
Environmental survey. 
Route planning on a map. 

Collecting data- dates of 
buildings in Oakham. 
Drawing buildings of 
different ages. 
Food data collection on 
market (origin). 

Collecting data- 
questionnaires to 
understand population in 
Oakham. 
Orienteering in woods 
using OS maps. 

Core 
knowledge 

Know what maps are 
and why we use them. 
Know what an atlas is. 
Know what Google 
Earth is showing us. 
Know what a key is 
and its purpose. 
Know why we might 
collect information 
about an area. 

Know what a compass is 
and the four points. 
Know how to use maps 
and atlases to locate 
countries. 
Know what grid 
references are and why 
we use them. 
Know why we conduct 
fieldwork. 

Know that there are eight 
compass points. 
Know why we collect 
data in fieldwork. 
Know how to create a 
map with a key. 

Know the eight compass 
points. 
Know what information I 
can collect to answer a 
geographical question. 
Know how to use digital 
mapping. 
Know what four figure grid 
references are. 

Know what six figure grid 
references are. 
Know that there are 
different types of maps. 
Know an increasing 
variety of ways to 
conduct fieldwork. 
Know what OS maps 
are. 

Know how to use keys 
and previous knowledge 
to read unknown maps of 
different layouts. 
Know how to research 
specific characteristics of 
a location. 
Know how to read 
underground maps. 

Core 
outcomes 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and cities. 
Use aerial images to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic physical 
features. 
Use simple fieldwork to 
observe, measure and 
record the human and 
physical features in the 
school grounds. 
Use a simple key to 
recognise physical or 
human features on a 
map. 
Create a simple map 
of my local environment 
(school). 

Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied. 
Use the four points of a 
compass to describe the 
location of features on a 
map. 
Use locational and 
directional language 
such as: near, far, left, 
right to describe the 
location of features on a 
map. 
Use aerial images to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic physical features. 
Devise a simple map, 
and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 
Use simple grid 
references (A1, B1). 

Use maps, atlases and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features. 
Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods including sketch maps, plans, graphs and 
digital technologies. 
Use a range of resources to identify the key physical 
and human features of a location. 
Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and keys to communicate 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world. 
Create maps of locations showing land use and using 
keys. 
Can use directional language to describe location on a 
map. 

Use a range of geographical resources with ease to 
give detailed descriptions and opinions of the 
characteristic features of a location. 
Use different types of fieldwork to observe, measure 
and record the human and physical features in the 
local area. 
Record the results in a range of ways. 
Analyse and give views on the effectiveness of 
different geographical representations of a location 
(such as aerial images compared with maps and 
topological (diagram eg underground) maps). 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build my knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world. 
Create maps of locations showing: climate zones, 
population densities and topography (height of land). 



Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record the 
human and physical 
features in the local area. 

Threads of 
learning 

Pupils can explain what fieldwork is, its use and can conduct effective fieldwork for a specific purpose. 
Pupils embed their learning from across the subject when conducting fieldwork. 

Pupils can read maps and use the information provided to help them plan routes. 

 

 


